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Art Unit: 2164 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 65-73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 65: In line 17, the phrase "such as past current or never" is indefinite since it is not 
clear if these examples are limiting the claim. If recited examples are intended to limit the claim, 
than they should be positively recited, and not described as examples. Lines 37-38 also recite 
examples where it is not clear if the examples are limiting the claim. 

Claim 66: The phrase "such as concurrent fever, sweats, headache, sore throat, being part 
of a common flu" at lines 6-7 are indefinite since they are cited as an example and is not clear if 
the example is limiting the claim. The phrase "such as coming and going together in the same 
time pattern" in line 16 is recited as an example and is indefinite. 

Claim 67: The phrase "such as bowel symptoms or bone joint symptoms" in lines 6-7 are 
cited as an example and are indefinite. 

Claim 68: Depends on claim 65. 

Claim 69: The phrase "such as physical symptoms, health conditions, emotional 
problems or issues" in lines 8-9 are indefinite since they are recited as an example. 

Claim 70: Lines 22-24 recite the example of a patient at risk for coronary heart disease, 
where recitation of such example is indefinite. 

Claims 71-73: Depend on claim 65. 
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The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 65-73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 5 first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Claim 65: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 

(1) Lines 13-14: "minimize how many exploratory questions asked" 

(2) Line 14: "reserve detailed questions for positive groups" 

(3) Line 19: "degree of bother" 

(4) Lines 21-22: "rephrase subsequent more detailed questions". 

(5) Line 28: "configuration profile" 

(6) Line 28: "hierarchy of configuration profiles" 

(7) Line 36: "configuration profile". 

Claim 66: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 

(1) Line 5: "potential associations between symptoms" 

(2) Lines 6-7: "such as concurrent fever, sweats, headache, and sort throat being part of a 
common flu" 

(3) Lines 10-11: "index symptom" 
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(4) Line 12: "index symptoms" 

(5) Line 16: "coming and going together in the same time pattern" 

(6) Line 18: "redundant characterization detail is skipped" 

(7) Line 21 : "risk of frustrating the patient is reduced". 

Claim 67: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 

(1) Lines 3-4: "confound clinical assessment of the patient" 

(2) Line 8: "functional status" 

(3) Line 12: "separate scores a calculated for each of said symptom groups". 
Claim 68: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 

(1) Line 2: "functional status" 

(2) Lines 4-5: "plurality of generic domains" 

(3) Lines 6-7: "physical agility" 

(4) Line 7: "flexibility" 

(5) Line 7: "full use of limbs and hands" 

Claim 69: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 

(1) Line 2: "perception of impact" 

(2) Line 3: "functional status" 

(3) Line 4: "aggregate and specific impact" 

(4) Line 7: "functional status" . 

(5) Line 10: "sequentially display" 

(6) Line 1 1 : "one or more generic quality of life issues" 
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Claim 70: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 

(1) Line 8: "patient willingness to change health behaviors" 

(2) Lines 8-9: "patient perception of communication with a clinician" 

(3) Line 9: "whether patients felt heard and respected" 

(4) Lines 9-10: "patient observation about health care received" 

(5) Lines 18-19: "improvement data are presented to clinicians with suggestions 
regarding correcting apparent problems with the quality of care" 

(6) Line 24: "not knowing early signs of gastrointestinal bleeding" 

Claim 71: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 

(1) Line 2: "severity index" and "calculate severity index" 

(2) Line 5: "different levels of severity" 

(3) Line 5: "assigned logarithmic values" 

(4) Lines 5-6: "mild equals 1, moderate equals 10, and very severe equals 1000" 

(5) Line 8: "an arithmetic mean of values" 

(6) Line 9: "individual scores and arithmetic mean are reported to facilitate 
interpretation" 

Claim 72: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 

(1) Line 2: "enabling patient recruitment" 

(2) The entire content of sections (a)-(d), lines 4-11. 

Claim 73: The following statements are not recited in the original specification: 
(1) Line 2: "patient who agrees to participate in research" 
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Remarks 



Applicant's arguments are moot in light of the cancellation of all previous claims and the 
submission of new claims 65-73. Each of claims 65-73 contain portions of new matter, as 
documented herein. Applicant is recommended to give consideration to canceling current claim 
set and proceeding with a new claim set that is fully consistent with the original specification. 

This action is made non-final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (571) 272-4084. / / 



Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2164 




